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under paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subsection, 
such additional copies as the committee may 
by rule prescribe. 

(b) All papers filed with the Clerk pursuant to 
this chapter shall be promptly transmitted by 
him to the committee. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 14, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 289.) 

§ 394. Computation of time 

(a) Method of computing time 

In computing any period of time prescribed or 
allowed by this chapter or by the rules or any 
order of the committee, the day of the act, 
event, or default after which the designated pe-
riod of time begins to run shall not be included. 
The last day of the period so computed shall be 
included, unless it is a Saturday, a Sunday, or a 
legal holiday, in which event the period shall 
run until the end of the next day which is nei-
ther a Saturday, a Sunday, nor a legal holiday. 
When the period of time prescribed or allowed is 
less than seven days, intermediate Saturdays, 
Sundays, and legal holidays shall be excluded in 
the computation. For the purposes of this chap-
ter, ‘‘legal holiday’’ shall mean New Year’s Day, 
Washington’s Birthday, Memorial Day, Inde-
pendence Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and any 
other day appointed as a holiday by the Presi-
dent or the Congress of the United States. 

(b) Service by mail 

Whenever a party has the right or is required 
to do some act or take some proceeding within 
a prescribed period after the service of a plead-
ing, motion, notice, brief, or other paper upon 
him, which is served upon him by mail, three 
days shall be added to the prescribed period. 

(c) Enlargement of time 

When by this chapter or by the rules or any 
order of the committee an act is required or al-
lowed to be done at or within a specified time, 
the committee, for good cause shown, may at 
any time in its discretion (1) with or without 
motion or notice, order the period enlarged if re-
quest therefor is made before the expiration of 
the period originally prescribed or as extended 
by a previous order, or (2) upon motion made 
after the expiration of the specified period, per-
mit the act to be done where the failure to act 
was the result of excusable neglect, but it shall 
not extend the time for serving and filing the 
notice of contest under section 382 of this title. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 15, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.) 

§ 395. Death of contestant 

In the event of the death of the contestant, 
the contested election case shall abate. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 16, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.) 

§ 396. Allowance of party’s expenses 

The committee may allow any party reim-
bursement from the contingent fund of the 
House of Representatives of his reasonable ex-
penses of the contested election case, including 
reasonable attorneys fees, upon the verified ap-
plication of such party accompanied by a com-
plete and detailed account of his expenses and 
supporting vouchers and receipts. 

(Pub. L. 91–138, § 17, Dec. 5, 1969, 83 Stat. 290.)  
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§ 411. Joint Committee on Congressional Oper-
ations 

(a) Creation 

There is hereby created a Joint Committee on 
Congressional Operations (hereafter in this 
chapter referred to as the ‘‘Joint Committee’’). 

(b) Membership 

The Joint Committee shall be composed of ten 
members as follows: 

(1) five Members of the Senate, appointed by 
the President pro tempore of the Senate, three 
from the majority party and two from the mi-
nority party; and 

(2) five Members of the House of Representa-
tives appointed by the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, three from the majority 
party and two from the minority party. 

(c) Vacancies 

Vacancies in the membership of the Joint 
Committee shall not affect the power of the re-
maining members to execute the functions of 
the Joint Committee and shall be filled in the 
same manner as in the case of the original ap-
pointment. 

(d) Chairman and vice chairman; selection 

The Joint Committee shall select a chairman 
and a vice chairman from among its members at 
the beginning of each Congress. The vice chair-
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man shall act in the place and stead of the 
chairman in the absence of the chairman. The 
chairmanship and the vice chairmanship shall 
alternate between the Senate and the House of 
Representatives with each Congress. The chair-
man during each even-numbered Congress shall 
be selected by the Members of the House of Rep-
resentatives on the Joint Committee from 
among their number and the chairman during 
each odd-numbered Congress shall be selected by 
the Members of the Senate on the Joint Com-
mittee from among their number. The vice 
chairman during each Congress shall be chosen 
in the same manner from that House of Congress 
other than the House of Congress of which the 
chairman is a Member. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 401, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1187.) 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Chapter effective immediately prior to noon on Jan. 
3, 1971, see section 601(1) of Pub. L. 91–510, set out as an 
Effective Date of 1970 Amendment note under section 
72a of this title. 

CESSATION 

No funds have been appropriated for the Joint Com-
mittee on Congressional Operations subsequent to 
Sept. 30, 1977, and the Joint Committee has ceased to 
function. 

§ 412. Duties of Joint Committee 

(a) Congressional improvements, study and rec-
ommendations; identification of court pro-
ceedings 

The Joint Committee shall— 
(1) make a continuing study of the organiza-

tion and operation of the Congress of the 
United States and shall recommend improve-
ments in such organization and operation with 
a view toward strengthening Congress, sim-
plifying its operations, improving its relation-
ships with other branches of the United States 
Government, and enabling it better to meet 
its responsibilities under the Constitution of 
the United States; and 

(2) identify any court proceeding or action 
which, in the opinion of the Joint Committee, 
is of vital interest to the Congress, or to either 
House of the Congress, as a constitutionally 
established institution of the Federal Govern-
ment and call such proceeding or action to the 
attention of that House of the Congress which 
is specifically concerned or to both Houses of 
the Congress if both Houses are concerned. 

(b) Exercise of functions under section 416 of 
this title 

The Joint Committee shall exercise all func-
tions vested in it by section 416 of this title. 

(c) Report to Congress 

The Joint Committee shall report, from time 
to time, to the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives their recommendations with re-
spect to matters within the jurisdiction of the 
Joint Committee. 

(d) Excepted matters 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to 
authorize the Joint Committee to make any rec-
ommendations with respect to the rules, par-

liamentary procedure, practices, or precedents 
of either House or the consideration of any mat-
ter on the floor of either House. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 402, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1187.) 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 414 of this title. 

§ 412a. Continuing study of jurisdiction of House 
standing committees by House members of 
Joint Committee; periodic report to House 
Committee on Rules; contents and purposes 
of report 

The House members of the Joint Committee 
on Congressional Operations shall undertake 
and conduct a continuing study of the jurisdic-
tion of the various standing committees of the 
House under Rule X of the Rules of the House 
and the relative workloads sustained by such 
committees as a result thereof, and periodically 
shall prepare for submission to and consider-
ation by the Committee on Rules (and for pos-
sible submission by that committee to the full 
House) a report including any recommended 
changes in the Rules of the House which may be 
necessary or appropriate to effect a more equi-
table distribution of workload or a more ration-
al combination of jurisdictional responsibilities. 
It is the sense of the House of Representatives 
that the House members of the Joint Committee 
on Congressional Operations should work with 
the Senate members of such joint committee in 
an effort to rationalize the committee jurisdic-
tion between the Houses. 

(Pub. L. 93–554, title I, ch. III, § 101, Dec. 27, 1974, 
88 Stat. 1777.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section is based on section 206 of House Resolution 
No. 988, Ninety-third Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, which was 
enacted into permanent law by Pub. L. 93–554. 

EFFECTIVE DATE 

Section 101 of Pub. L. 93–554 provided in part that the 
enactment of House Resolution No. 988, Ninety-third 
Congress, Oct. 8, 1974, into permanent law is effective 
on Jan. 2, 1975. This section is derived from enactment 
into permanent law of section 206 of House Resolution 
No. 988. 

§ 413. Powers of Joint Committee; rule making, 
majority requirement; subpenas, signature 
and service; administration of oaths 

The Joint Committee, or any duly authorized 
subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and 
act at such places and times during the sessions, 
recesses, and adjourned periods of Congress, to 
require by subpena or otherwise the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such 
books, papers, and documents, to administer 
such oaths and affirmations, to take such testi-
mony, to procure such printing and binding, and 
to make such expenditures, as it deems advis-
able. The Joint Committee may make such rules 
respecting its organization and procedures as it 
deems necessary, except that no recommenda-
tion shall be reported from the Joint Committee 
unless a majority of the Joint Committee as-
sent. Subpenas may be issued over the signature 
of the chairman of the Joint Committee or of 



Page 246 TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS § 414 

any member designated by him or by the Joint 
Committee, and may be served by such person or 
persons as may be designated by such chairman 
or member. The chairman of the Joint Commit-
tee or any member thereof may administer 
oaths or affirmations to witnesses. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 403, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1188.) 

§ 414. Staff of Joint Committee: appointment, du-
ties, pay, discharge; utilization of Govern-
ment personnel, consultants, and experts 

(a) In carrying out its functions under sub-
sections (a) and (c) of section 412 of this title, 
the Joint Committee is authorized, by record 
vote of a majority of the members of the Joint 
Committee— 

(1) to appoint, on a permanent basis, without 
regard to political affiliation and solely on the 
basis of fitness to perform their duties, not 
more than six professional staff members and 
not more than six clerical staff members; 

(2) to prescribe their duties and responsibil-
ities; 

(3) to fix their pay at respective per annum 
gross rates not in excess of the highest rate of 
basic pay, as in effect from time to time, of 
the General Schedule of section 5332(a) of title 
5; and 

(4) to terminate their employment as the 
Joint Committee may deem appropriate. 

(b) In carrying out any of its functions under 
this chapter, the Joint Committee is authorized 
to utilize the services, information, facilities, 
and personnel of the departments and establish-
ments of the Government, and to procure the 
temporary (not to exceed one year) or intermit-
tent services of experts or consultants or organi-
zations thereof by contract at rates of pay not 
in excess of the per diem equivalent of the high-
est rate of basic pay set forth in the General 
Schedule of section 5332 of title 5, including pay-
ment of such rates for necessary traveltime. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 404, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1188.) 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

§ 415. Records of Joint Committee 

The Joint Committee shall keep a complete 
record of all Joint Committee actions, including 
a record of the votes on any question on which 
a record vote is demanded. All records, data, 
charts, and files of the Joint Committee shall be 
the property of the Joint Committee and shall 
be kept in the offices of the Joint Committee or 
such other places as the Joint Committee may 
direct. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 405, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1188.) 

§ 416. Office of Placement and Office Manage-
ment 

(a) Supervision of Joint Committee; Director and 
other personnel: appointment, duties, pay, 
and termination of employment 

There is hereby established for the Congress 
an Office of Placement and Office Management 
which shall be subject to the supervision and 
control of the Joint Committee. The Joint Com-
mittee is authorized, by record vote of a major-
ity of the members of the Joint Committee— 

(1) to appoint, on a permanent basis, without 
regard to political affiliation, and solely on 
the basis of fitness to perform his duties, a Di-
rector of the Office of Placement and Office 
Management to serve as the head of the staff 
of the Office and such personnel as the Joint 
Committee deems necessary; 

(2) to prescribe their duties and responsibil-
ities; 

(3) to fix their pay at respective per annum 
gross rates not in excess of the highest rate of 
basic pay, as in effect from time to time of the 
General Schedule of section 5332(a) of title 5; 
and 

(4) to terminate their employment, as the 
Joint Committee may deem appropriate. 

(b) Assistance in personnel hiring and office 
management 

It shall be the duty of the Office, upon request, 
to assist Members, committees, and officers of 
the Senate and House of Representatives seek-
ing competent personnel with specified quali-
fications and to furnish advice and information 
with respect to office management procedures. 

(c) Use of facilities not required when inappro-
priate 

Nothing in this section shall be held or consid-
ered to require the use of the facilities of the Of-
fice by any Member, committee, or officer of the 
Senate or House of Representatives, if, in the 
opinion of such Member, committee, or officer, 
the use of such facilities is inappropriate. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 406, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1189.) 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 
RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 
or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 
Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 
under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-
zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 
of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 
of Title 5. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in section 412 of this title. 

§ 417. Expenses of Joint Committee; payment 
from contingent fund 

The expenses of the Joint Committee shall be 
paid from the contingent fund of the House of 
Representatives, from funds appropriated for the 
Joint Committee, upon vouchers approved by 
the chairman. 

(Pub. L. 91–510, title IV, § 407, Oct. 26, 1970, 84 
Stat. 1189.)  



Page 247 TITLE 2—THE CONGRESS § 417 

CHAPTER 14—FEDERAL ELECTION 
CAMPAIGNS 

SUBCHAPTER I—DISCLOSURE OF FEDERAL 
CAMPAIGN FUNDS 

Sec. 

431. Definitions. 
432. Organization of political committees. 

(a) Treasurer; vacancy; official author-
izations. 

(b) Account of contributions; segregated 
funds. 

(c) Recordkeeping. 
(d) Preservation of records and copies of 

reports. 
(e) Principal and additional campaign 

committees; designations, status of 
candidate, authorized committees, 
etc. 

(f) Filing with and receipt of designa-
tions, statements, and reports by 
principal campaign committee. 

(g) Filing with and receipt of designa-
tions, statements, and reports by 
Clerk of House of Representatives 
or Secretary of Senate; forwarding 
to Commission; filing requirements 
with Commission; public inspection 
and preservation of designations, 
etc. 

(h) Campaign depositories; designations, 
maintenance of accounts, etc.; 
petty cash fund for disbursements; 
record of disbursements. 

(i) Reports and records, compliance with 
requirements based on best efforts. 

433. Registration of political committees. 
(a) Statements of organizations. 
(b) Contents of statements. 
(c) Change of information in statements. 
(d) Termination, etc., requirements and 

authorities. 
434. Reporting requirements. 

(a) Receipts and disbursements by treas-
urers of political committees; filing 
requirements. 

(b) Contents of reports. 
(c) Statements by other than political 

committees; filing; contents; indi-
ces of expenditures. 

435, 436. Repealed. 
437. Reports on convention financing. 
437a, 437b. Repealed. 
437c. Federal Election Commission. 

(a) Establishment; membership; term of 
office; vacancies; qualifications; 
compensation; chairman and vice 
chairman. 

(b) Administration, enforcement, and for-
mulation of policy; exclusive juris-
diction of civil enforcement; Con-
gressional authorities or functions 
with respect to elections for Federal 
office. 

(c) Voting requirements; delegation of 
authorities. 

(d) Meetings. 
(e) Rules for conduct of activities; judi-

cial notice of seal; principal office. 
(f) Staff director and general counsel; ap-

pointment and compensation; ap-
pointment and compensation of per-
sonnel and procurement of inter-
mittent services by staff director; 
use of assistance, personnel, and fa-
cilities of Federal agencies and de-
partments; counsel for defense of 
actions. 

437d. Powers of Commission. 

Sec. 

(a) Specific authorities. 
(b) Judicial orders for compliance with 

subpenas and orders of Commission; 
contempt of court. 

(c) Civil liability for disclosure of infor-
mation. 

(d) Concurrent transmissions to Congress 
or Member of budget estimates, 
etc.; prior submission of legislative 
recommendations, testimony, or 
comments on legislation. 

(e) Exclusive civil remedy for enforce-
ment. 

437e. Repealed. 
437f. Advisory opinions. 

(a) Requests by persons, candidates, or 
authorized committees; subject 
matter; time for response. 

(b) Procedures applicable to initial pro-
posal of rules or regulations, and 
advisory opinions. 

(c) Persons entitled to rely upon opin-
ions; scope of protection for good 
faith reliance. 

(d) Requests made public; submission of 
written comments by interested 
public. 

437g. Enforcement. 
(a) Administrative and judicial practice 

and procedure. 
(b) Notice to persons not filing required 

reports prior to institution of en-
forcement action; publication of 
identity of persons and unfiled re-
ports. 

(c) Reports by Attorney General of ap-
parent violations. 

(d) Penalties; defenses; mitigation of of-
fenses. 

437h. Judicial review. 
438. Administrative provisions. 

(a) Duties of Commission. 
(b) Audits and field investigations. 
(c) Statutory provisions applicable to 

forms and information-gathering 
activities. 

(d) Rules, regulations, or forms; issuance, 
procedures applicable, etc. 

(e) Scope of protection for good faith re-
liance upon rules or regulations. 

(f) Promulgation of rules, regulations, 
and forms by Commission and Inter-
nal Revenue Service; report to Con-
gress on cooperative efforts. 

439. Statements filed with State officers; ‘‘appro-
priate State’’ defined; duties of State offi-
cers. 

439a. Use of contributed amounts for certain pur-
poses. 

439b. Repealed. 
439c. Authorization of appropriations. 
440, 441. Repealed. 
441a. Limitations on contributions and expendi-

tures. 
(a) Dollar limits on contributions. 
(b) Dollar limits on expenditures by can-

didates for office of President of 
United States. 

(c) Increases on limits based on increases 
in price index. 

(d) Expenditures by national committee, 
State committee, or subordinate 
committee of State committee in 
connection with general election 
campaign of candidates for Federal 
office. 

(e) Certification and publication of esti-
mated voting age population. 

(f) Prohibited contributions and expendi-
tures. 


